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To the Honorable Mayer and oit'y Oouneil of the (ity pf
Mt Pleasant,lowa:-

Wa,the undersigned,residents of Mt Pleasant,Xows,would

‘resrectfully rep:-~escrt to your Kcrcrable Body that our Oity
* is in need of a free public Library open at all reascnable

tines to the publie;that the influenmcs of siuch an institution .o o

would be beneficial in every way;and that such arng institution
would be she best safeguard of the youth of our 0Oity.We are of
the ecnviction that such an mtﬁnt{on would broasden the '
intellentunl 1ife of Mt Pleasent and elevate the moral
standard of the comnity. % |

We would alsc represent V_thatw"tho members of the Ladies
Library Association of Mt Ploa.m{;mvefdxproud a willingnese
to make their Library a part of a My@h Library,if a
free public Library is entabldehed uPOR & proper basts and
along proper linoa._ We thoretgre{po} &lt )hiu suggestion
fror1 the Ladies Libravy uu‘;o"ainiéii is am opporsunity,
which the citizens of Mt Pleasant eannot afford to neglect. ¢
Other Cities less able than Mt Pleasant have taken this C

step,and no O0ity having a free publig Lidbrary would now
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wi ' lirngly surrender the same, We feel that the importance -

-
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of this matter cannot be cverestimated,and that it will

meet the aprreval of all lovers of education and of all
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who feel that the zeneril intelligenee of the community

shoruld be promoted.
Ve t.horefofe petition your Honorable Body to submit

to the electors of Mt Pleasant,et the next general eleetion

of the City the question,whather tre City cf Vi Pleasant

ahall provide,form and maintain,a free public Library.
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Mt Pleasant,Iowa:-~

Wa,the undersigned,residents of Mt Pleasant,Xowa,would

_rerrecifully represert to your Korcrable Body that our 0Oity
is in need of a free public Library open.at all nuouuo

' tmeu te the public;that tho uxnuenao or ’r‘.h an :l.hutnt
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We would adso ropromt that ‘mo

2. ,t the Ladies oy,
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r % from she Ladies Librm um:tm is an WMtr,

| which the citisems of Mt Mant cannol arrom to neglect.
Other Gities lems able thal'Ms Plessamt have taken this
step,and no Oity having a free rgblio Library would now
willirgly surrender the same, We fesl that the imporsamce
of this matter cannot be overestimated,and that 1% will
meet the approval of all levers of education and of all
who feel that the Zenseril intelligence of the eommmity
should be promoted.

e thorefofo petitiomn your Homorable Body to submit

to the elactors of Mt Pleasant,at the next general eleetion
of the City the ‘ques’t_lion,whe".hor‘tre City of V't Pleasant

shall provide,form and maintain,a free public Library.:
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HISTORY OF THE KT, PLEASANT PUBLIC LIBRARY
by-lre. 1iles Kallams

Tiarious attonpte were made in early times to start a publio
In July, 1848 a pr, V, B, Chamberlailn donasted

library in I't. Pleagant,

> colleetion of booke to the 'niversslist Cocicty, which were

larse

« around to other Sunday Schools in the county as a traveling

iiwrury. This collection of 800 books was the mucleus for & library
in the ocommunity and a start towards a publio library., This uninocor-
porated litrary associztion of 1848 held their meetings in the 0ld court-
bouge,

In 1852 articles of incorporation were draun up for the Iowa General

Livrary Ascooiation, but was not recorded until 1868, 1In 1867 the books

of the library were locked up in the Journal oifice doing no one sny
good, After the Civil war the Young Mens Agsociation wae organized

for the purpose of reopening the library., On February 14, 1868, the

Kt. Plecsent General Library was open to the public in the office of
Dr. llareh,

In 1870, when the panic of the geventies was foreshadowed, the
Joung men divided the books they had purchaced emong themselves, agsain
boxed the books of the Iowa Genersl Library, and turned their attention
to making a living, ;

In gpite of the hard time 6f the seventios, the Ladieg Reading
Circle formed in 1872 orsanized & Lecturs Agoocistion to continue the
lectures that bhod been so stimulating end helpful, It was also hoped
through theese lectures, to maks money Ior the public library whioh a
few of the women knew they must revive, support, and maintain in the
town, They slmost immediately found the need for a public library,

Dr. Chamberlain's books, given before the Civil war, were housed
in different offices. fow these #ere precented to the ladies. The

Joung men's lezturs course had gsased, so0 their books and money were

given to the cause.
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In 1872 the Ladles Reading Cirole end Lecture Aesociation merged
under the name of Ladles Library Assocolation. in 1875 they incorporated

under that name, They {ncorporated for the purposs "of eptablishing

in 4t. Pleasant & public Libraxry gonpriging a Kuseum, and works of
Art", The following ladles signed the Articles of Incorporation:
Higs Nellie Ambler, JIrs. A.S8. Marsh, Mrs. C. T. Cole, Mrs. Alloe L.
cpylor, krs. M.¥, Ramgey, Mrs. Belle iianafield, krs. Calli 8. Marsh,
¥rs. A.C., Wooleon, Hise nsoheal Carney, Miss Zuma swenker, and Mrs.

yrg. Charles L. Marsh wes the firet president of the exeoutive
board consisting of theee elaven leedsrs.
pPlans were made for a 1ibrery and it was declded not to open one
until they had £5,000,00 pledged, but they only had $230.00. The
1ibrary was located in the Ambler building on the second floor, east
cide of the gguare (the puilding that preceeded the present Loulea
builaing), furnibure purchased, &nd 870 books ordered, There were 800
volumee of the Chamberlaln 1ibrary, Judge Gillls had given 300 congrese=
ional records and other esrly Jdocuments. Dr. M. Ranney gave the Apple-
tous Eneylopedise, the first refeorence books, Magazzines were subecribed
for and & number of periodicals and papers donated. Altogether there
were 2200 books. The library first opened for the circulation of books,
spril 8, 187, For gsaveral years, it remained open every Tueeday and
frursdsy afternoon and asturday ovenings. The sum of three dollars
per annua or one dollar per quarter was the price fixed for sll who
desired to take books from the roo0I%,

The library renaoincd here until Zarch, 1882, when 1%t moved to the
thira floor of the Hoaglin Duildlng on xorth Jefferson St., then owned
by John %W, Cole and ¥Irs. =41114an Saunders, who donated two years rent,

and let the ladies arrangs and redecorate the rooms themselves. They

now had 5,000 volunes.
P

cenator Jumes larlsn gave & large collection of petrified wood and
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minerals collected by his eon in Colorads. A collection of rare shells

and coral was purchaged by several men of the city and presented to tha{

ladics.
The ladies really worked in meking this a desirable library. After

tho lectures ceaged to pay, the wonmen turned to dramatics to earn money.

They constructed soenery, made oostumes, and coached players for at

least fiftcen plays. The hardest thing they did to earn moncy waa to

serve hot meals under the ecrendstand at the Henry County Falr, Tronm the

procecdg they were sble to keep thelr library open and werm, They bad

gewn their own rags for rugs and brought chsire and tables. If people

aid not want to read they could play chess, checkers or dominoes. All

were welcome to spend their leisure time.

The broad stairway,from the gtreet to the third floor, led to the

one lurgze room which made & wondeyful libraIrye. There were two stoves

with long stove pipee, Tae wood wag piled under a iype of stage at the

weet end of the hall. There wore long tables, round tables, a librarians

degk, many chairs and many bookoases. There were pictures on the walls,

gzrpet on the floor, and two herolic statues made of plaster, For the

benefit of those intercsted in arts and seiences there was a huge

stufied buifalo, cascse of sez ghellp, rocks, and forrile. There were

s of flint and hammers of granite, taken from

skullg anc bones, arrowhsad
Indian burial grounde slong ckunk River by Profoegsor Manpofield,

The librarisns, of cource, were volunteérs. For thirteen years
they had to pay only one 1ibrarian for one ycars work. All the reet
were volunteers.

In June, 18823, Just three or four monthe after they opened the room,
the tornado rolled up the roof like a soroll, and the women had to start

all over again., After a ghort time the library was opan for busineces

even though it had looked 1like a complete ruin, The librarians gave a

month'e free service, Now the librery tickets were £2.50 yearly,..$1.50

for six months, &nd 31,00 quart erly. The money %o suppors the library
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